ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
| OF
(NAME OF SUPPORT GROUP]

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE
OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

The undersigned, acting as incorporator of a corporation under the Iowa Nonprofit
Corporation Act (Chapter 504A of the Jowa Code, 1997), adopts the followmg Articles of
Incorporanon for such corporation:

ARTICLE I
Name

The pame of the corporation is
The Corporation is hereby incorporated under Chapter 504A of the Jowa Code, 1997.

ARTICLE I
Perpetual Duration
The Corporation shall have perpetoal duration.

ARTICLE I ,
Purposes and Restrictions
1. - Purposes. This Corporation is organized exclusively for charitable,
educational, religious, or scientific purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c) of the
Internal Revemue Code of 1986, and amendments thereto (the *Code”). Within the scope of
the preceding sentence, the Corporation is organized fulfill the following purposes:

A. Toptomothuahty educanonandmmmgforfosmrandadopuve
parents, both prior to placement and as continuing ednmnon, _

- B. Tomcrascoommmxtyawmm,support.andpwﬂapaﬂonmfom
parcntmg and adoption, especially of spccml peeds and hard-to-place children;

C.  To provide a forum for dialogue and communication between foster and
adoptive parents, agencies, and other interested persons; and

D.  To increase awareness of current and proposed legislation affecxmg
foster and adopted children at the local, state and national levels.

This Corporation shall be noopartisan and no part of its activities shall be devoted to
influencing legislation. No funds of the Corporation shall be used or subscribed for any
political purposes. However, the Corporation may conduct educational meetings and produce
educational literature to inform members and others about relevant legislation. ‘



Seawn 10. Assistant Treasurers and Assistant Searctanes The Assistant Treasurers and
Assistant Secretaries, in general, shall perform such duties as shall be assigned to them by the
Treasurer or the Secretary, mpecn'vely, oc by the President. ,

Section 11. Salaries. The salaries of the officers shall be fixed from time to time by the
Board of Directors and o officer shall be prevented from receiving such salary by reason of the
fact that he or she is also a director of the corporation. ’

Article VIII
Contracts, Loans, Checks and Deposits

Section 1. Comracts. The Board of Directors may by resolution authorize any officer
orofﬁcers;agmﬁagm,mmManymmwummdddimmme
the name of and on behalf of the corporation, and such authority may be general or confined to

Section 2. Loans. No loans shall be comracted on bebalf of the corporation and no
evidence of indebtedness shall be issued in its name unless authorized by a resolution of the
Board of Directors. Such authority may be general or confined to specific instances.

Section 3. Checks, Drafts, Etc. All checks, drafts or other orders for the payment of

moncy, potes or other evidences of indcbtedness issued in the pame of the corporation shall be

signed by such officer or officers, agent or agents of the corporation, and in such rnanner as
shall from time to time be determined by resolution of the Board of Directors.

Section 4. Deposits. Al funds of the corporation not otherwise employed shall be
deposited from time to time to the credit of the corporation in such banks, trust companies or
other depositories as the Board of Directors may select. L

Article IX
Fiscal Year

The fiscal year of the corporation shall be the calendar year.

Arxticle X
Seal

The corporation shall bave no corporate seal.

Artide X1
Waiver of Notice

Whenever any notice is required to be given to any director of the corporation under the
provisions of the Iowa Nonprofit Corporation Act or under the provisions of the Articles of
Incorporation or Bylaws of the corporation, a waiver thereof in writing signed by the person or
persons cntitled to such notice, whether before or after the time stated therein, shall be
equivalent to the giving of such notice. | -
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Section 4. Vacandies. S.A'.'vamncy m any office becausc of death, resignation, removal,
disqualification or otherwise, may be filled by the Board of Directors for the unexpired portion
of the term.

Section 5. Chairman of the Board. The Chairman of the Board of Directors shall
preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors. The Chairman of the Board shall be the
principal officer of the Board of Directors and as such shall regularly advise and consult with
the President to the end that the President may supervise and control the business and affairs of
the corporation within the framework and bounds of the orders, resolutions and policies from
time to time enacted and established by thé Beard of Directors. The Chairman of the Board of
Directors shall from time to time report to the Board of Dircctors all matters affecting the
'mzcmtsofthccorporaﬁonwhich,inhisorhcrjudgmcm,shaﬂdbcbmughtmﬂmmmﬁonof ’
the Board of Directors. - The Chairman of the Board shall perform such other duties as may be
prescribed by the Board of Directors from time to time.

Section 6. President. The President shall be the chief executive officer of the
corporation and shall supervisc and control all of the business and affairs of the corporation
subject to the general powers and policies as established by the Board of Directors. In the
absence of the Chairman of the Board the President shall preside at all meetings of the Board
of Directors. The President may sign, with the Secretary, or any other proper officer of the
corporation thereunto authorized by the Board of Directors, deeds, mortgages, bonds, potes,
contracts or other instruments which the Board of Directory has authorized to be executed. The
President shall perform all the duties incident to the office of President and such other dutnsas
maybepm'bcdbytheBomﬂofDmomfromnmcmmnc ‘

Section 7. Vice Pnsidau{s). In the absence of the President, or in the event of his or
ber inability or refusal to act, the Vice Presidemt (or in the event there be more than one Vice
President, the Vice Presidents in the order designated, or in the absence of any designation, then
in the order of election) shall perform the duties of the President and when so acting, shall have
all the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions upon the President. The Vice President
shall perform such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to him or her by the
‘President or by the Board of Directors.

Section 8. Treasurer, If required by the Board of Directors, the Treasurer, at the
cxpense of the corporation, shall be bonded for the faithful discharge of his or her duties in such
sum and with such surety or sureties as the Board of Directors shall determine. The Treasurer
shall perform duties incident to the office of Treasurer and such other duties as from time to
time may be assigned to him or her by the President or by the Board of Directors.

Secrion 9. Secretary. Tbe Secretary shall keep the minutes of the Board of Directors -
meetings in onc or more books provided for that purpose; see that all notices are duly given in -
accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws or as required by law; be custodian of the
corporate records; attest to execution of corporate documents by the officer authorized to execute
the same on bebalf of the corporation; and, in general, perform all duties incident to the office
ofch’mryandsuchomu'dmasfmmhmctonmcmaybcassxmdtobmorhabymc
President or by the Board of Directors.



or other persons for services to the corporation as directors, officers or otherwise. By resotution
of the Board of Directors, the directors may be paid their expenses, if any, of attendance at each
meeting of the Board. - '

Section 11. Presumption of Assent. A director of the corporation who is present at a
meeting of its Board of Directors at which action on any corporate matter is taken shail be
presumed to have assented to the action taken unless his or ber dissent shall be entered in the
minutes of the meeting or unless he or she shall file his or her written dissent to such action with
‘the person acting as Secretary of the meeting before the adjournment thereof or shall forward
mchdisscmbymgimmdmoadﬁedmﬂm.mc&acwyofmcwrpomﬁonhnmcdiamlyaﬁa
‘the adjournment of the meeting. Such right to dissent shall not apply to a director who voted
in favor of such action. , ; '

Section 12. Iformal Action by Directors. Ay action required by the lowa Nonprofit
CofporaﬁonAc:mbetakcnatameeﬁngofdhworsofthccoxporaﬁon,oranyadicnwhich
may be taken at a meeting of the directors, may be taken without a mecting if a consemt in
writing sctting forth the action so taken shall be signed by all of the directors.

Section 13. Resignation. Any director may resign at any time by giving written notice
ofhisorhcrresignaﬁontolheChainnanoftthoard_ortthccrumy. Any such resignation
shalltakccﬁectaﬂhcﬁmcspcciﬁedthcmh:or.ifthcthncwtmhshallbccomccﬁecdvcshaﬂ
not be specified therein, it shall take effect immediately upon its receipt. Except as specified
therein, the acceptance of such resignation shall not be necessary to make it effective.

Article VII
Ofﬁw's

Section 1. Number. The officers of the corporation shall consist of a Chairman of the
Board, a President, one or more Vice Presidents, a Secretary and a Treasurer, and such
Assistant Treasurers, Assistant Secretaries, or other officers as may be clected or appointed by
the Board of Directors. Any two or more offices may be held by the same person.

Section 2. Election and Term of Office. The officers of the corporation shall be elected
-aumually by the Board of Directors at the annual meeting. Terms of office shall be cffective
immediately following the adjournment of the Board meeting. If the election of officers shall
nOtbcheldatmchmeaing.sncthccdonshznbchcldassoontherwﬁerasconvenicnﬂymzy
be. Vamncimmaybeﬁnedorncwoﬁimcmtcdandﬁneda:anymccﬁngoftthoardof
Directors. Each officer shall be clected to a one-year term. Each officer shall hold office until
bisorhcrsuocwsorshallhavebccndulyclec:cdandqualiﬁcdorundlhisorhcrdamonmﬁl
he or she shall resign or shall have been removed in the mancer hereinafter provided. Election
or appointment of an officer or agent shall not of itself create contract rights.

Section 3. Removal. Any officer or agent may be removed by the Board of Directors
whenever in its judgment the best interests of the cotporation will be served thereby, but such
removal shall be without prejudice to the contract rights, if any, of the person so removed.



adjournment thereof, the Board of Directors shall cause the election to be held at a meeting of
the directors as soon thereafter as conveniently may be beld. ~

Section 4. Regular Meetings. The Board of Directors may provide by resolution for the
time and place, either within or without the State of Iowa, for the bolding of regular meetings
without other notice than such resotution. =

Section 5. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called
by the Chairman of the Board, the President or any two directors. The person or persons
authoriz.edwciﬂsPedalmcdngsoftchomdofDimamsmayﬁxmyplaoe,chhchithin
orwithoutﬂmsmxcoflowa.asﬂzplm:forholdinganyspecia]mccdngoftthoaidof
Directors called by them. o :

Secrion 6. Notice. Noﬁccofanyspecialmccdngshaﬂbep‘venﬁ)atmstsevcnm
]daysprcviousthcraobywrhmnnoﬁocdeuvcmdpmomnyornnﬂedmachdimc:oratb.isor
* her business or home address, or (ii) at least five (5) days previous thereto by telegram
(including mailgram), at the same address. If mailed, such potice shall be deemed to be
dcﬁvcrcdwhcndcposhcdintchnhcdSmumﬂsoaddzwadmdpostagcpmpajd. If notice
bcgivcnbytclcgram(includingmﬂgram),nmhmﬁccshaubcdcancdmbcdclivaedwhcn
thctclegmmisdclivemdmthctdcgraphcompany. 'mcancndanocofadircdoratanymccting
shall copstitute 2 waiver of notice of such meeting, except where a director attends a meeting
for the express purpose of objecting to the transaction of any business because the meeting is
“not lawfully called or convened. Neither the business to be transacted at, nor the purpose of,
anyrcgularorspccialmcm'ngoftthoa:dofDimctorsncedbcspeciﬁcdinthcnodoeor
waiver of notice of such meeting. ,

Section 7. Quorum. A majority of the number of directors fixed by these Bylaws shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, unless the act of a greater mumber is required
to take any particular action under the Iowa Nonoprofit Corporation Act, the Articles of _
Locorporation or these Bylaws. If less than a majority of such mumber of directors are present
al a meeting, 2 majority of the directors present may adjourn. the meeting from time to time

“without further notice.

Section 8. Manner of Acting. The act of a majority of the directors holding office shall
be the act of the Board of Directors, except ‘that the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds (2/3)
of the directors hokling office shall be required to (i) amend the Articles of Incorporation or the
~Bylaws, (ii) terminate the federal income tax exemption of the corporation, (iii) merge,
coosolidate, liquidate or dissolve the corporation, or (iv) sell all or substantially all of the assets
of the corporation.

Section 9. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring on the Board of Directors may be filled
by the affirmative vote of a majority of the remaining directors though less than a quorum of
the Board of Dircctors. A director elected to fill a vacancy shall be elected for the unexpired
term of his or her predecessor in office, or the foll term of a pew directorship.

Section 10. Compensation. The Board of Directors, irrespective of any personal interest
of any of its members, shall have authority to establish reasonable compensation of all directors
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Article I
OfTices

The office of the corporation in the State of fowa shall be located in the City of
County. The corporation may have such other offices,
within or thhouttthmeorowa asthcbusmofthecorporauonmayreqmmﬁ'ommnc
to time. , ;

" The registered office of the corporation required by the Iowa Nonprofit Corporation Act
to be continuously maintained in Iowa shall be initially as provided in the Articles of
Incorporation subject to change from time to time by resolution of the Board of Directors and
filing of a statement of said change as required by the Iowa Nonprofit Corporation Act.

Article TV
Nonprofit Statns

Thcwtpomﬁankmganhedcxchsivclyfmchaﬁmblémnpmmﬂshanwhmch
amanncrtha!mpaﬁofitsamingswﬂlimxrctomcbcncﬁtofanydimcmr. officer or other
person. ' ‘ . ‘

Article V
Members

The corpoiation shall bave no members.

Article VI
Directors

Section 1. General Powers. All corporate powers shall be exercised by or under the
authority of, and the business and affairs of the corporanonshallbcmanagednndcrthe direction
. of, tthoardofDn'ectors

Secion 2. Number Classes and Flection of Directors. The mumber of directors shall
be () but the Board of Directors may increase or decrease the number of directors
byamcndmcmtothtscBylaws Any increase in the size of the Board of Directors shall create
" avacancy which may be filled immediately by the existing directors. No decrease in the munber
of directors shall have the effect of shortening the term of office of any incumbent director. At
each annual meeting of the directors, the Board of Directors shall elect directors to hold office
untii the next succeeding annual meeting, and cach director shall hold office for the term for
wmchheorshclscleaadandnmlhlsorhcrsxmorshaﬂhavcbccncleacdandquahﬁcd
ThcmmalmcmbcrsoftthoardofDxrcaorsarc '

Section 3. AnnualMeamg. 'I'hcannualmcungoftthoardofDircctorsshallbethd
at the time of the regular meeting of the Board held in September of each year. If the election
of directors shall not be held on the day designated herein for any annunal meeting, or at any



BYLAWS
) OF :
[NAME OF SUPPORT GROUF]

. Article I
- Name

The name of the corpomﬁon shall be

Article
Purpose

1. Purposes. This Corporation is organized exclusively for charitable, educational,
religious, or scicntific purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, and amendments thereto (the "Code®). Within the scope of the preceding
sentence, the Corporation is organized fulfill the following purposes:

A. Topromothnamycducaﬁonandmhﬁngforfomandadopﬁ»?cpam.
both prior to placement and as continuing R

' B. To 'mtrmsc'oomxmity awareness, support, and participation in foster
parenting and adoption, especially of special needs and hard-to-place children; '

C.  To provide a forum for dialogue and communication between foster and
adoptive parents, agencies, and other interested persons; and ‘
- D.  To increase awareness of current and proposed legislation affecting foster
and adopted children at the local, state and pational levels. ‘

This Corporation shall be nonpartisan and no part of its activities shall be devoted to
influencing legislation. No funds of the Corporation shall be used or subscribed for any political
purposcs. However, the Corporation may conduct educational meetings and produce educational

 literature to inform members and others about relevant legislation.

2. Restrictions. All policies and activities of the Corporation shall be copsistent
with: ' :

‘ A. Applicable federal, state and local anritrust, trade regulations or other legal
requirements; ' ,

B. Applicable requirements, including the requirements that the Corporation
- ot be organized for profit and that po part of its property, funds, or pet earnings imure to the
bepefit of any private individual or corporation; and






